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INTRODUCTION
Dactylaria gallopava (Cooke) Bhatt & Kendrick, 1968, a thermophilic dematiaceous hyphomycete, was originally described as the causal agent of encephalitis in turkey poults (5 in a flock of 1600 Australorp chickens maintained near Brisbane, Australia ( One-to-two-g portions of each sample were suspended in test tubes containing 10 ml of sterile distilled water with 0.1% Tween 80. The tubes were thoroughly shaken to homogenize the suspension, and were allowed to stand for 30 minutes. One ml of the supernatant was withdrawn and diluted with 9 ml of sterile distilled water. A third dilution (1 in 10) was similarly prepared.
One-ml portions from the third dilution tube were pipetted into a flask containing 100 ml of yeast glucose (YG) agar [yeast extract, 5.0 g; glucose, 10.0 g; agar, 20.0 g; water, 1000 ml (3)]. This medium had been sterilized at 120 C for 15 minutes and cooled to 50 C. In order to prevent bacterial contamination, gentamycin sulfate was added to the cooled medium to give a concentration of 100 1g/ml. The medium was then aseptically poured into five petri plates and allowed to solidify. The plates were incubated at 42 C and were observed periodically over a period of 2 weeks.
RESULTS
The affected birds were weak, incoordinated, down on their sides, and generally unthrifty. Antemortem examination revealed birds with various degrees and manifestations of disturbance of the central nervous system, such as ataxia resulting in loss of equilibrium, head tremors, and torticollis.
Histopathological examination of the brains showed abscesses of various sizes in different parts of the tissues. The gross lesions varied in color from almost white to brown to reddish tan (Fig.  1) . No other significant lesions were detected. When stained with periodic acid-Schiff stain, several granulomatous areas showing inflammatory cellular infiltration were seen. Observed in the necrotic areas were giant cells and hyphal elements (1.2 to 3.5 u in diameter) (Fig. 2) . Table 1 Subcultures on Sabouraud's dextrose agar were fast growing, dark brown, velvety, and surrounded by a reddish-brown pigment that diffused into the medium (Fig. 3) . Microscopic examination of the colony showed dematiaceous yellowish brown septate branched hyphae measuring 1.5-3.5 u in diameter. Conidiophores were more or less erect, simple, short, hyaline to lightly pigmented, septate, and denticulate. They bore clavate to cuneiform two-celled conidia that measured 12-16 X 4-5 p (Fig. 4) . Other thermophilic fungi were also present in the litter. The species isolated are presented in Table 1 . The predominant thermophiles were Paecilomyces varioti and Thermoascus aurantiacus.
Those fungi, along with AspergiUus fumigatus and Mucor pusillus, developed on the isolation plates either in pure culture or in various combinations. Dennis and Gee (4) investigated the microbial flora of broiler-house litter in England. They also utilized a dilution technique but incubated their isolation plates 
